
 

                                                                     

 

SHABBAT BEHAR –

BECHUKOTAI 

 

 

Bnei Mitzvah ZOOM Class     

 

TGIS Express Shabbat -ZOOM in - 
https://zoom.us/j/512512110 

 

Shabbat Morning Service  -     
Benjamin Gonshor Bar Mitzvah  

ZOOM in - https://zoom.us/
j/709601912 

 

PJV “The Israeli Arab Salad 
Conflict” with Sefi Shalom   
ZOOM in https://zoom.us/
j/99672482477 

 

2pm ‘Bookworms’ with Suzie 
Eisfelder  - ZOOM in  - https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/81263518035 

7.30pm Introduction to Judaism 
“A Brief History of Anti-Semitism 
and the Shoah” - ZOOM in -  
https://us02web.zoom.au/
j/85102714494 

 

Art & Craft Fun with Ruth Trytell 
- ZOOM in  -https://zoom.us/
j/95934498303 

 

Bnei Mitzvah ZOOM Class 

 

TGIS Express Shabbat -ZOOM in - 
https://zoom.us/j/512512110 

 

Shabbat Morning ZOOM Service   

 

PJV “Progressive Judaism in 
Israel” 

 

Bookworms’ with Suzie Eisfelder   

 

Debate & Discussion with Dan 
Poll via Zoom 

 

UPJ Tikkun Leyl Shavuot 
Registration link: https://
forms.gle/vN7hw3Cxiq1woZvU6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

16th  May  2020 22 Iyyar 5780 
Weekly Announcements 

Ho’da’ot 

 

SHABBAT BEHAR-BECHUKOTAI 

37th Day of the Omer 

Torah Portion Shabbat: Leviticus 25:1 - 27:39 

We are reading Verses: 25:1 -20 Pages: 946 - 947  

Haftara: Jeremiah 16:19 -17:14 Pages: 1006 - 1008 

 

WHAT’S ON 

Drash Shabbat Behar-Bechukotai 

Rabbi Nicole Roberts 

North Shore Temple Emanuel, 
Chatswood, NSW  

• Board Rep Pam Spiegel 

• Tech Shammas  Frank Moore 

• Baalat Shirah Jade Rosenberg 

• Baal Koreh Benjamin Gonshor 

Thursday 14th May, 5pm 

Friday 15th May, 6.30pm  

Saturday 16th May, 10am 

Sunday 17th May,  4.45pm 

Monday 18th May 

Tuesday 19th May, 4.30pm 

Thursday 21st May, 5pm 

Friday 22nd May, 6.30pm  

Saturday 23rd  May, 10am 

Sunday 24th May,  4.45pm 

Monday 25th May, 2pm 

“The land shall yield its fruit, you shall eat your 
fill, and you shall dwell upon it insecurity” (Lev. 
25:19).  And just like that, our parasha       
encapsulates the eternal Jewish dream in a 
single verse! A generous land that yields 
bounty, a land of safety, a place where we can 
thrive as a people and live out our values – yet 
in every age, the dream has proven elusive, 
thwarted by hostility. In ancient agricultural 
times, the elements  -“scorching heat, blasting 
winds, and noxious dews” [i] - posed a hostile 
threat to crops.  In later times, after the fall of 
the Temple in Jerusalem, we were subject to 
oppression in or cast into exile from our land 
by hostile regimes.  In modern times, we have 
been targets of hostile terror and antisemitic 
attacks, both in our homeland and lands we’ve 
chosen to call home.  And this year, we have 
faced invisible enemies hostile to our way of 
life, including climate change and Covid-19. 
The eternal dream expressed in our parasha 
remains just that: a dream we still pursue. 

 

Ah, but “If you will it, it is no dream!”  counters 
Theodore Herzl, father of modern Zionism.  
There are actions we can take, even in a   
hostile universe, to attain our dream.  And 
Herzl’s faith in human empowerment would 
not have been altogether foreign to the sages 
of old.  They, too, preached a perspective of 
personal empowerment in the face of hostile 
forces, seen and unseen.  

 

The sages tell of a time when, at the start of 
the 49-day Omer period, the Israelites would 
bring to the Temple a measure of grain as an 
offering to God.  The sheaves would be waved 
in every direction—not  unlike the practice at 
Sukkot, also a time of harvest, when we “take 
up” the four species and wave the lulav cluster 
in six directions. The “waving” of sheaves at 
the start of the Omer period, Midrash teaches, 
was to ward off the harsh elements that might 
come and undo all the good brought by the 
rains during the rainy season (before Pesach). 
We mustn’t think that we no longer needed 
God, just because the rains had come.  The 
environment was inherently hostile, they    
believed, and God’s genius was needed in 
order to maintain the delicate balance that 
allowed for growth of crops and a healthy  
harvest.  Our offering was an acknowledge-
ment that we still depended on God to stave 
off “scorching heat, blasting winds, and      
noxious dews,” but also a way for God to   
assess just what mix of environmental       
elements was needed to provide a harvest 
that could  sustain us.  Midrash depicts God 
saying to the Israelites, “I am your Cook, the 
One who spices your food.  Let Me taste the 
dish prepared for you, that I may know what is 
needed [for its seasoning].” [ii]  How delicious  

to imagine our offering, picked by our human 
hands, placed on the tip of God’s wooden tasting 
spoon, helping God to tweak a life sustaining   
recipe for the people! 

 

The sages, however, also lived in an era when 
physical offerings could no longer be brought to a 
shared location.  After the destruction of the   
Temple, we brought, instead, the “offerings of our 
lips” [iii] —our prayers.  And when hostile forces 
oppressed or exiled us, the sages preached that 
our prayers - our connection to God - would uproot 
those forces.  The environment around us was still 
hostile as ever, but the enemy had changed, and 
the Omer  offering had to change too. The sages 
taught, “Abraham took Nimrod’s power away not 
with a weapon nor shield, but with prayer and        
supplications to God.”  Likewise, Moses and    
Aaron “took Pharaoh’s power away…with    prayer 
and supplications to God.”  Likewise, Devorah and 
Barak in the time of Sisera, Isaiah and Hezekiah in 
the time of Sennacherib,    Mordecai and Esther in 
the time of Haman, [iv] and—the sages imply—so 
would it be in their day and in every generation to 
come.  The counting of the Omer, along with the 
b’rachah (blessing) that precedes it, has become 
our  daily offering to God. A form of prayer and   
supplication, it keeps us connected to God and 
acknowledges God’s sovereignty over the earth 
and over our adversaries, seen and unseen.   

 

Like prayer, counting the Omer “may not bring 
water to parched fields, nor mend a broken bridge, 
nor rebuild a ruined city,” [v] but perhaps it still lets 
God know what “seasoning” is needed             
desperately in our world to make it  sustaining. 
Perhaps it reminds us each day that we are     
empowered to do our bit in staving off harsh, 
threatening, damaging winds.  Perhaps it still 
helps us will a dream into being.  

  

[i] Pesikta d’Rav Kahana (PRK), Piska 8:1 
(5thcentury) 
[ii] ibid 
[iii] Hosea 14:3 
[iv] PRK, Piska 8:2 
[v ] Mishkan T’filah, World Union for Progressive 
Judaism Edition: A Progressive Siddur, ed. Elyse 
D. Frishman and the World Union Edition Editorial 
Team, New York: CCAR Press 2010, 165. 

CONNECTING TO ZOOM 

If you are having trouble getting ZOOM on 

your computer and would like a member 

of Etz Chayim to come over and help you, 

please contact the office. 

If you  have ZOOM and have trouble    

connecting on the day then please contact 

Jade Rosenberg on 0400 149 854 

Tuesday 26th May, 8pm 

Thursday 28th May, 645pm 

https://forms.gle/vN7hw3Cxiq1woZvU6
https://forms.gle/vN7hw3Cxiq1woZvU6


 

                                                                     

  

REMEMBRANCE 

THOSE WHO HAVE PASSED AWAY THIS WEEK FROM OUR COMMUNITY  - Susanne Selby • Maurice Elijah • Gina Solomon • Maria Rado 

SHLOSHIM  -  Leila Kleiman • Henry Grebler • Walter Wagner • Pawel Spiewak • Eva Lehner • Nelly Weiniger • Michael Cohen • Joseph Raymond  

YAHRZEITS OBSERVED THIS SHABBAT—Elayne Barten, mother of Maureen Barten • John Simon, brother of Ellinor Moore & Uncle of Frank Moore • Lewis 

Bearman, father-in-law of Ruth Bearman • Alexander Gocs, father of Daniel Gocs • Ernest Hall, cousin of Noel Hall OAM 

We also remember all victims of violence and terrorism throughout the world. 



 

                                                                     

 

 

 

Bet-Olam Jewish Funerals is the not-for-profit, Melbourne-based funeral service for members of the 
Progressive, Conservative and the wider Jewish community. Founded in 1994, Bet-Olam prides itself 
on its caring and responsive service. Funds generated are returned to the Jewish community. 

Bet-Olam Planning for COVID-19 Virus Emergency – New Protocols 

We are continuing with a safe and measured response to this situation. The number of people 
attending the family meeting is reduced to 2 and we will ensure that these meetings take place in 
a large and open space. 

Funerals are held at graveside and we will live stream as many as we can, limiting attendance at 
funerals to no more than 30 people plus Rabbi and myself. Cremations and indoor services are 
also restricted to 20 people plus Rabbi and myself and we can live stream these services as 
well. Social distancing and personal hygiene will be strictly adhered to. Please note that we are 
required to record the names and contact information of all attendees. 

https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-health-alert/
coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-travellers 

If you wish to discuss any concerns, please call Rhonda Nirens on 9883 6237 

https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-health-alert/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-travellers
https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-health-alert/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-travellers
tel:98836237


 

                                                                     



 

                                                                     



 

                                                                     



 

                                                                     



 

                                                                     

Registration link: https://forms.gle/vN7hw3Cxiq1woZvU6 

Program can be viewed on the UPJ website: https://upj.org.au/index.php/news-and-events/news/1384-isinai-shavuot-learning-event 

https://forms.gle/vN7hw3Cxiq1woZvU6
https://upj.org.au/index.php/news-and-events/news/1384-isinai-shavuot-learning-event


 

                                                                     


